
Albuquerque is home to authentic New Mexican cuisine, of which chile (red or 
green) is the defining ingredient. For those that aren’t fans of spicy foods, the city’s 
restaurants run the gamut from comfort food to global fare and satisfy a diverse 
spectrum of tastes and styles.  

• Start the day with breakfast at Standard Diner, where you can try a 
traditional New Mexican breakfast or stick to classic diner fare – all with a 
unique, upscale twist

• Stroll through Downtown and EDo (East Downtown) to explore eclectic 
shops, galleries and hundreds of public artworks

• In Albuquerque’s North Valley, savor lunch and the views at El Pinto 
Authentic New Mexican Restaurant, and take home a jar of their popular 
salsa or red and green chile sauce

• Enjoy an afternoon tasting of locally produced wines at Spanish Colonial-
inspired Casa Rondeña Winery

• Head to Los Poblanos Historic Inn & Organic Farm and take a leisurely 
stroll around the property, which is home to fragrant lavender fields, organic 
produce farm and unique New Mexican architecture

• Stop by the Farm Shop and pick up a bottle of hot sauce or lavender honey
 » Dine at the onsite restaurant, Campo, whose seasonal menus are 

curated using ingredients from their own farm
• Wind down with a beer at Steel Bender Brewyard; with mainstay brews 

like their “Compa Los Ranchos Lager” and a rotating selection of seasonal 
favorites, this brewery is sure to offer a beverage to please any taste

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/cuisine.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

With an official cuisine all our own, you can bet that we have food festivals...and 
wine festivals...and beer festivals to explore. Visitors love sampling the flavors of 
New Mexico through culinary events.  
 

• Visit in spring to experience the National Fiery Foods & Barbecue Show 
and Southwest Chocolate & Coffee Fest

• Summer is an ideal time to visit to take in a variety of beer and wine festivals, 
from ABQ Blues & Brews and the Albuquerque Wine Festival in May to 
Albuquerque Hopfest and the Harvest Wine Festival in September

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE CULINARY CONNOISSEUR



Recognized as one of the most culturally diverse cities in the country, 
Albuquerque’s ethnic tapestry is reflected in its architecture, artwork, cultural 
centers and cuisine.  

• Start the day off by enjoying a classic New Mexican breakfast at  
Church St. Café

• Explore Historic Old Town, the birthplace of Albuquerque
 » Visit Museum Row, including Albuquerque Museum, the New 

Mexico Museum of Natural History & Science, Explora, and the 
nearby American International Rattlesnake Museum

• Tour the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
 » Watch traditional Native Pueblo Dances in the courtyard (schedule 

found at IndianPueblo.org/Events/Native-Dances)
• For lunch, sample a dish from Pueblo Harvest’s Pre-Contact menu options
• Visit the National Hispanic Cultural Center 

 » Choose from over 700 annual events at nhccNM.org
• End the day with traditional Spanish tapas and a thrilling performance at 

Tablao Flamenco Albuquerque (located within Hotel Albuquerque at Old 
Town)

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/culture.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

Due to its central location, Albuquerque provides easy access to a variety of cultural 
landmarks, most located within an hour’s drive. 
 

• Visit a living Pueblo
 » The Sky City Cultural Center & Haak’u Museum found at Acoma 

Pueblo—one of the oldest continuously inhabited communities in 
North America—is open year-round

 » New Mexico’s 19 Pueblos also open to the public during Feast Days, 
when the communities welcome visitors in celebration of a patron 
saint.  
• Find a calendar at IndianPueblo.org

• Discover an ancient landmark
 » Heritage Inspirations, LLC, affiliated with Albuquerque’s Hotel 

Chaco, offers guided tours and multiday glamping trips to Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park 

 » Check out the Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument to the 
south or Coronado Historic Site to the north

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE CULTURAL EXPLORER



Albuquerque is packed with a variety of experiences, with everything from film 
tours and live music, to entertain even the most discernible of tastes.  

• Take a step back in time to the 1950s with breakfast at the 66 Diner and a 
photo-op at their retro “Pile Up” sign wall

• Head west down Historic Route 66 to take a tour of the KiMo Theatre, a 
unique example of Pueblo Deco architecture that has been in continuous 
operation since 1927 and is rumored to be haunted

 » You can also catch movies and performances here year-round; check 
out KiMoTickets.com for a schedule

• For lunch, try bustling Brixens, known for their delicious food and “99 
bottles of beer” from which to choose

• Next, get an introduction to the city on the ABQ Trolley Co. Best of ABQ 
City Tour 

 » Or, check out a specialized tour, including the popular ABQ Trolley Co. 
BaD Tour (of Breaking Bad filming locations) and Breaking Bad RV 
Tours or NM Film Tours 

• Conclude the day with an exciting evening of live music and local brews at 
Marble Brewery

• For dinner, take your pick of local food truck fare to enjoy on their rooftop 
patio that overlooks Downtown Albuquerque

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/nightlife.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

Take in more of the city’s nightlife, which is much like its daytime lifestyle—perfectly 
placed to enjoy natural surrounds, full of craft breweries, and overflowing with local 
artists.  
 

• Enjoy a creative cocktail alongside breathtaking views at one of the 
city’s many rooftop bars, such as Apothecary Lounge, Ibiza, Level 5 or 
Sandiago’s Grill at the Tram

• Solid watering holes any day of the week, Zinc Wine Bar & Bistro in Nob 
Hill as well as Sister Bar and Marble Brewery downtown offer live music 
most days of the week

• Downtown ABQ has become a true destination for local suds, and you 
can keep the night moving with a seat on the Duke City Pedaler—a 
14-passenger party bike that cycles between local breweries

• Head to one of the area’s casino resorts to enjoy gaming, a variety of 
musical entertainment and top-notch dining

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE ENTERTAINMENT ENTHUSIAST



Due in part to its affordability, spectacular weather, and more than 20 museums, 
cultural centers and the ABQ BioPark offering an abundance of interactive learning 
opportunities, Albuquerque is consistently ranked at the top of family travel lists.  

• Start the day by enjoying a local breakfast at The Range Café near Old 
Town, where the funky décor is sure to delight children of all ages

• Head to Explora, an award-winning children’s museum with plenty of 
hands-on activities to entertain and educate everyone in the family 

• Right across the street is the New Mexico Museum of Natural History & 
Science, ideal for learning more about everything from dinosaurs and space 
to New Mexico’s wildlife and geology

• Stop in the nearby the BackStreet Grill for innovative Baja-inspired cuisine 
served in a casual setting 

• Spend the afternoon at the top-rated ABQ BioPark, comprising the Zoo, 
Aquarium, Botanic Garden and Tingley Beach (fishing lakes)

• Get a view of the sunset and the city below aboard the Sandia Peak Aerial 
Tramway, and end the day with a delicious dinner at The County Line of 
Albuquerque

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/family.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

Extend your fun-filled visit by exploring more of all that Albuquerque has to offer 
for families.  
 

• In the warmer months, be sure to take a trip to Cliff’s Amusement Park, 
celebrating its 60th anniversary in 2019, or check out Hinkle Family Fun 
Center for year-round fun and games

• If the kids love animals, they will also enjoy the hands-on experiences at 
Hollywick Farms and the Wildlife West Nature Park

• Introduce the kids to the hot air ballooning capital of the world with their 
first flight provided by one of many local companies

 » Go to VisitABQ.org/ballooning for a full list of providers
• Explore more of Albuquerque’s many museums, with topics ranging from 

turquoise and ballooning to rattlesnakes and nuclear science

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE FAMILY FUN-SEEKER



With 310+ days of annual sunshine, sweeping blue skies and an abundance of 
open space, Albuquerque’s backyard is a natural playground for adventurers of 
all types.  

• Begin the day by grabbing a latte and an empanada from New Mexican 
bakery Golden Crown Panaderia

• Join Routes Bicycle Tours & Rentals’ morning Daily Bosque (river forest) 
Bike Tour

• Round out the morning with a hike at Elena Gallegos Open Space
• Enjoy lunch at Sandiago’s Grill at the Tram before taking a “flight” up the 

mountain on the Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway
• After descending the mountain, head to the top-rated ABQ BioPark 

Botanic Garden to take in the beautiful sights and smells
• Cross Historic Route 66 to the El Vado Motel (directly across the street) for a 

light dinner and a local beer from the onsite El Vado Taproom
• Just as the sun is setting, head west to Petroglyph National Monument for 

a light hike and gorgeous views of the entire city
 » Don’t miss Boca Negra Canyon, where you can see more than 100 

petroglyphs in less than an hour

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/outdoors.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

With four distinct seasons, Albuquerque’s outdoor recreation opportunities include 
everything from skiing and snowboarding in the winter to kayaking in the summer.  
 

• Soar high above the city in the hot air ballooning capital of the world—a 
variety of local outfitters provide unsurpassed views of Albuquerque year-
round

 » Go to VisitABQ.org/ballooning for a full list of providers
• Join a guided tour to explore by jeep, trolley, bus, bike or on-foot
• Golf in an area that combines unique scenery with affordability, at several 

courses that have been ranked among the best in the country 
• Head northwest to the Valles Caldera National Preserve to see a 13-mile 

wide supervolcano, or hike, rock climb, or fish within the Jemez Mountains

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE OUTDOOR ADVENTURER



Albuquerque’s shops overflow with one-of-a-kind finds that are as distinctive as the 
city itself. Keep an eye out for the “New Mexico True Certified” label, denoting 
that the product is handcrafted in New Mexico. If you’re still craving tastes of 
Albuquerque after you get home, order a customized gift set from ABQ in a Box.  

• Begin the day with a cappuccino and breakfast made with local, ingredients 
at The Grove Café & Market and peruse their collection of gifts, cookbooks 
and boutique grocery products

• Head to the historic Old Town neighborhood, which is home to more than 
150 merchants and is an ideal spot to find a one-of-a-kind gift or souvenir

 » Be sure to pop in to Spur Line Supply Co., located adjacent to Old 
Town in the up-and-coming Sawmill District

• Stop at St. Clair Winery & Bistro for lunch and a tasting of their award-
winning New Mexico wines (and even purchase a bottle or two!)

• Shop ‘til you drop by visiting ABQ Uptown, a pedestrian-friendly outdoor 
luxury shopping mall, and Coronado Center, which offers more than 150 
stores, dining and entertainment options

• Wind down with a stroll among the neon lights of the historic yet trendy 
Nob Hill neighborhood

• End the day with a visit to Green Jeans Farmery, an indoor/outdoor complex 
built of repurposed shipping containers featuring a variety of restaurant and 
retail options

IF YOU HAVE MORE TIME:

For more information or additional ideas, go to VisitABQ.org/shopping.

ALBUQUERQUE VISITOR ITINERARY

Embark on a shopping scavenger hunt by visiting each of the city’s distinct 
neighborhoods, using this guide to locate the ideal location to find a treasure that 
will recall the wonderful memories of your visit for years to come. 
 

• Historic Old Town: With more than 150 merchants, this is the place to shop 
for Duke City essentials

• Downtown/Edo: This neighborhood is home to a handful of fine-art 
galleries, as well as farmers’ markets that spotlight the state’s agriculture and 
artisans

• Nob Hill: At more than 100 years old, Nob Hill is one of the city’s hip and 
happening neighborhoods, due in part to its extensive shopping options

• Uptown: The place to go for a full-day shopping experience, with a variety 
of brand name and department store

• North Valley/Los Ranchos: This neighborhood is known for its vintage and 
antique shopping, as well as local agricultural goods made with ingredients 
from one of the many nearby farms

ONE-DAY VISIT:

FOR THE ECLECTIC SHOPPER


